The ACS Global Instrument Partners Program, Latin America:
The American Chemical Society has organized a potential collaboration between Latin American chemical scientists lacking state-of-the-art analytical facilities and North American chemical scientists possessing such facilities and willing to make them available. For more information about the program and on participants, see http://www.chemistry.org/portal/a/c/s/1/acsdisplay.html?DOC=international%5Cgipindex.html Further information on opportunities for funding of international collaboration in biomedical research can be found at the website of the Fogarty International Center of the U.S. National Institutes of Health at http://www.fic.nih.gov .
REGIONAL NEWS

ASIA
The United Nations dubbed the Tsunami that hit the coastal regions of South and Southeast Asia on Dec. 26 the worst natural disaster ever (see ACS' letters to our colleagues in Asia at http://www.chemistry.org/portal/a/c/s/1/acsdisplay.html?DOC=international\int_asia.html) It killed thousands, injured countless others, and caused billions of dollars in damage. Its overall economic impact, however, is likely to be minimal, as the economies of Asia are in the best shape they've been in since 1997.
The chemical outlook on Asia in the 10 th January 2005 edition of Chemical and Engineering News is at http://pubs.acs.org/cen/coverstory/83/8302wcoasia.html
The ACS Publications special Japanese Resource Website is now available-proudly serving our valued customers in Japan. http://pubs.acs.org/japan/index_flash.shtml
SOUTH AMERICA
The rebound in the Latin American petrochemical industry is more than a year old. And with an uncharacteristically rosy economic outlook coupled with high profitability in the chemical sector, regional producers are confident enough about the good times that they are moving forward with new investments. Undergraduate students from the United States and Canada have a terrific opportunity to spend summer 2005 in Germany on a paid summer research internship. Student interns will be partnered with a doctoral student at a German university and assist him/ her with his/ her experimental work. German language skills are not required for most positions and the working language in the language usually will be English. The Research Internships in Science and Engineering (RISE) program provides students the opportunity to live and work in an international context, to gain confidence in practical and theoretical skills and to improve foreign language skills. Last but not least, the research internship should be a source of mutual cultural enrichment for trainees and their hosts. The deadline for submissions is 1 March 2005. For more information on this program and how to apply, go to DAAD web page at http://www.daad.de/rise/en/index.html
CHEMICAL CALENDAR
On the occasion of the 3rd International Symposium on Microscale Chemistry in Mexico City, 18-20 May 2005 (http://www.uia.mx/investigacion/cmqm/default.html), two chemical contests will be held: for the design of a magnetic mini-stirrer; and the design of a chemical reaction system to produce the colors of the Mexican flag! (which, by the way, are red, white and green). Full details on the symposium program and submission of papers are at the web site.
The first International Conference on Air Pollution and Combustion takes place on 22 to 25 June 2005 in Ankara, Turkey. Organized by the Middle East Technical University (METU) and the Turkish Scientific and Research Council (TUBITAK), the Conference will present the most recent technological and scientific developments associated with air pollution problems, emphasizing the synthesis of scientific expertise achieved in individual disciplines of air pollution and technology. This synthesis, in combination with the integration of environmental information with scientific, technological, economic and social aspects will help to adoption of sustainable solutions to the numerous contemporary problems. For complete information on the Conference, go to their web site at http://www.capac2005.org/
